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PREFACE 

 

“And you will know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32) 

 

These words from the Gospel of John remind us that our most essential experience of freedom 

comes from knowing the truth.  Oppressive human structures and systems can imprison and 

control the body, but knowing the truth of such injustices preserves and restores the freedom of 

the soul.   

 

In a way, the institution of American slavery was fundamentally based upon the denial of truth 

by those who benefited from that system of economic production, which demanded blindness to 

the reality of every human person’s dignity in our belovedness and worth to God.  And so, at its 

foundation, any reparations movement must begin with truth telling.   

 

Over the past 200 years, our diocese has begun to proclaim a more complete theological truth 

about the equality of all people in the heart of God, and the necessity of building beloved 

communities based upon that premise.  However, until very recently we have been far less 

committed to telling the historical truth of our own ecclesiastical institutions’ connections to the 

wealth generated from the system of American slavery.  The approach we have taken to our 

particular history with slavery has often been hoping that we could “forgive and forget” our 

complicity in it, as the secular logic sometimes goes.  But, as Christians who believe that the 

truth is ultimately liberating, what is needed instead is an approach calling us to remember, 

repair, and reconcile. 

  

We have been blessed as a diocese in recent years to see a number of our colonial era 

congregations leading the way in this work of remembering and truth telling.  Inspired by that 

work, the Racial Justice Commission of the diocese has encouraged our Reparations 

Subcommittee to provide tools and resources to all congregations in our diocese to help them 

explore, compile, and share the truth of their connections to wealth generated from the slave 

economy.  Often these links are indirect, and require greater understanding of the 

interconnectedness of the economic systems of the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries than is often 

taught in school.  This report’s purpose is to provide a road map to congregations and other faith 

communities looking to go deeper into how their own histories may be connected to the wealth 

generated by American slavery.  

 

As you read this report, our prayer for you is that you will be inspired to courageously explore 

your own congregation’s history more fully, to not be afraid or embarrassed of what you might 

find about its connections to slavery, and to be willing to share what you find for the sake of our 

collective journey deeper into freedom.  We are with you in this important work of discipleship! 

 

 

The Reparations Subcommittee, March 2024 

Louise Gant, Chris Wendell, Constance R. Perry, Michael Bent, Tamra Tucker, James Hairston, 

Tim Potter, Wayne Kennard, Leonie Drummond 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

In the Book of Common Prayer’s catechism, the mission of the Church is described in this 

way: “to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.”2 For the congregations in 

the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts and for the diocese itself, naming and recognizing the 

many ways that the diocese and its congregations benefited economically, whether directly or 

indirectly, from the enslavement of African people is a fundamental part of the work of restoration. 

To live out this mission in thought, word, and deed requires a commitment both on the part of 

individuals and as an institution. As a body, we must commit to truth telling not as incidental, but 

as the central axis around which restoration is anchored. This report tackles a complicated, 

emotional, and tragic history by tracing the broadest outlines of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Massachusetts’s entanglements with the transatlantic trade of chattel slaves from Africa. It is 

rooted firmly in the hope of resurrection and insists that God’s promise of new life made flesh in 

the person of Jesus Christ has and will continue to wholly transform what appears to human beings 

as irredeemable. 

The consensus of both archival research and secondary scholarship is clear: chattel slavery 

was essential to the economic development of Massachusetts from the 1620s through the 1860s. 

That economic development created much of the wealth that funded the diocese and its 

congregations. Thus, the resources that the diocese received in the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries 

from donors can be traced back to the trade of enslaved African people and the commodities 

produced by enslaved African people. The enslavement of African people throughout English 

 
2
 The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the 

Church: Together with The Psalter or Psalms of David, According to the Use of the Episcopal Church (New York: 

The Church Hymnal Corporation, 1979), 854. 
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colonies in North America and on plantations in the West Indies (in addition to the global trade of 

slave-produced goods) constituted the engine that drove the world economy in the 17th, 18th, and 

19th centuries, even though not every individual Massachusetts resident was an enslaver.3  

The purpose of this report is to describe the various ways that money generated by the 

economy of slavery and possessed by Episcopal laypeople, clergy, and bishops has entered the life 

of the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts from 1620-1840. This paper offers preliminary 

background historical research and documents trends over time without being exhaustive. In this 

way, the report can inform ongoing work in congregations and other diocesan institutions 

exploring their connections to slavery. 

In the first chapter, the report describes the shape of English colonial Massachusetts from 

the 1530s through the 1710s. In the second chapter, the report expounds on 12 Church of England 

parishes founded in Massachusetts before the American Revolution, digging into the sources of 

wealth that funded their construction.4 In the third chapter, the report offers historical context for 

the decline of The Episcopal Church in Massachusetts after the Revolutionary War and its rebirth 

in the early 19th century. In the fourth chapter, the report describes the industries that funded the 

expansion of the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts during the 19th century, including textile 

manufacturing, railroads, and whaling. 

 

 
3
 Slavery was not only practiced in the Western hemisphere.  

4
 These parishes are King’s Chapel in Boston, 1686; Christ Church in Quincy (Braintree), 1704; Queen Anne’s 

Chapel/St. Paul’s Church in Newburyport, 1711; St. Michael’s Church in Marblehead, 1714; Christ Church in 

Boston (Old North), 1722; St. Andrew’s Church in Hanover, 1727; St. Thomas Church in Taunton, 1728; St. Peter’s 

Church in Salem, 1733; Trinity Church in Boston, 1733; St. Paul’s Church in Hopkinton, 1743; Trinity Church in 

Bridgewater, 1747; Christ Church in Cambridge, 1759. For continuity’s sake, this report will rely on the founding 

dates given in The Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, 1784-1984: a mission to remember, proclaim, and fulfill, 

ed. Mark J. Duffy (Boston: Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, 1984). 
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CHAPTER 1 

 

17TH CENTURY MASSACHUSETTS: AN ENGLISH COLONY 

 

“In a time before now,” this land of Massachusetts was the home of tens of thousands of 

Native Peoples, the Pawtucket (Penacook), the Massachusett, the Pokantoket (Wampanoag), the 

Nipmuck, and the Pocumtuck, along with many more.5 Native Peoples lived, hunted, worked, 

created, and traded with European ships and explorers.6 The earliest recorded European contact 

with Massachusetts is John Cabot in 1497. By 1602, Bartholomew Gosnold had named Cape Cod. 

In 1605, Englishman George Weymouth was spotted by Wabanacki fishermen.7 In 1614, John 

Smith described his travels through Abenaki and Wampanoag lands he called “New England.”8 

With newcomers came devastation for Native Peoples: “the first recorded epidemics began in 

coastal Massachusetts in 1616 and 1617, and devastated populations by as much as 90%.”9 

In December 1620, 102 English settlers on the ship Mayflower arrived at Patuxet 

(Plymouth), a Native village ravaged by disease brought by Europeans. Plymouth’s founding was 

not an anomaly, but part of an emerging pattern of English migration to Atlantic shores.10 By 1630, 

Providence Island, St. Christopher, and Nevis in the Caribbean, along with Massachusetts Bay 

Colony and New Scotland (Nova Scotia) were all English settlements.11 Despite its failure to 

 
5
 “The History of the Neponset Band of the Indigenous Massachusett Tribe,” Massachusett Tribe, accessed May 1, 

2023, https://massachusetttribe.org/the-history-of-the-neponset. 
6
 Ibid. 

7
 Pekka Hämäläinen, Indigenous Continent: The Epic Battle for North America (Liveright, 2022), 70. 

8 Ibid. 

9  “Massachusetts Facts: Historical Sketch,” Massachusetts Secretary of State, accessed May 1, 2023. 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/cis/cismaf/mf2.htm 

10 Carla Gardina Pestana, The World of Plymouth Plantation (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2020), 

195. 
11

 Pestana, 194. 
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secure a royal charter from the English government, Plymouth was “firmly on the edge of the 

Atlantic,” a member of the growing maritime networks of the 17th century.12 For the Separatists 

who left everything they knew behind, religious purity and freedom were enough reason to 

undertake a treacherous, deadly journey and build a life with an unforeseeable future. 

The colonial project of the English Crown in the 17th century was influenced by the 

ongoing commercial success of Iberian empires (i.e. the Portuguese and Spanish) who had been 

financially involved with the slave trade on the coast of Africa since the early 15th century.13 

Individual slaving voyages undertaken by English merchants and traders as early as 1530 

demonstrate their “intense interest” in slave labor to bolster their economic goals.14 But even 

before England began to look across the Atlantic with an eye towards permanent settlement, the 

English had a knowledge of slavery.15 In the second half of the 16th century, English traders were 

frequently kidnapped and enslaved by Muslim pirates in the Mediterranean. Public literature of 

many forms–sermons, royal collections, plays, ballads–decried the practice of slavery, deeply 

influenced by the narratives of enslaved Englishmen abroad.16 At the same time, however, English 

settlers in North America were “beginning to think about how large-scale slavery–particularly of 

Indian war captives–might serve as an instrument of colonial power and profit.”17 While English 

culture proposed that the enslavement of white people was wrong, the English empire sought to 

 
12

 Ibid. 
13

 David Wheat, “Iberian Roots of the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1440–1640,” The Gilder Lehrman Institute of 

American History, http://ap.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/origins-slavery/essays/iberian-roots-transatlantic-slave-

trade-1440%E2%80%931640 
14

 Wendy Warren, New England Bound: Slavery and Colonization in Early America (New York: Liveright 

Publishing Corporation, 2016), 29. 
15

 Michael J. Guasco, “Settling with Slavery: Human Bondage in the Early Anglo-Atlantic World” in Envisioning 

an English Empire: Jamestown and the Making of the North Atlantic World, eds. Robert Appelbaum and John Wood 

Sweet (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2005), 236. 
16

 Guasco, “Settling with Slavery,” 250. Penal slavery and vagrancy legislation in the 16th century illustrate a 

tension between the idea of freedom in England and the practice of Tudor authorities compelling labor from those 

who through law-breaking had been placed in human bondage. See Guasco, “Settling with Slavery,” 244. 
17

 Guasco, “Settling with Slavery,” 238. 
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create and sustain robust colonies that could compete economically with other European nations. 

Sir Francis Drake’s 1586 naval attack on Spanish Santo Domingo and Cartagena in the West Indies 

exemplifies this imperial spirit.18 Although the English colonists presented themselves as potential 

allies and companions to the land’s Indigenous inhabitants, English colonial policies rendered 

Native Peoples as lesser, disregarding their sovereign habitation on the land.19 In other words, 

Indian submission to Western powers was a requirement of coexistence–or else violence and death 

would follow.  

Between 1630-1633, some 3,000 Puritans left England and arrived to settle the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony–in what is now eastern Massachusetts.20 The first documented 

shipment of enslaved Africans was in 1638, recorded by Governor John Winthrop.21 The ship 

Desire captured Pequot Indians and took them to the West Indies, returning with African slaves, 

cotton, tobacco, and salt. English migration continued for a decade, and when it ended in 1640, 

John Winthrop described the burgeoning trade relationship between the Massachusetts Bay Colony 

and the West Indies as an act of God.22 Because the soil in the northern latitudes could not sustain 

the cash crops of the Chesapeake region, like tobacco, New Englanders needed a way to trade.23 

Colonists in the West Indies, who did not leave any of their land unplanted in order to maximize 

their profits on the sale of cash crops, required food and other supplies from other sources. In this 

vacuum, New England fisheries sold cod, hake, haddock, and other fish that they dried, salted and 

 
18

 Hämaäläinen, 59. 
19

 Hämaäläinen, 58. 
20

 Hämaäläinen, 74 
21

 Warren, 7-8. 
22

 Warren, 50. 
23

 Warren, 49-50. 
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sold  to the West Indies as food for the enslaved Africans.24 Between 1752-1769, Jamaica imported 

14.4 million pounds of fish from Massachusetts alone.25  

Massachusetts merchants also sold plantations supplies like lumber, pork, tar, horses, and 

corn–essential items not locally available in the West Indies.26 The Atlantic economy was unified 

around slavery and the production of commodities by enslaved Africans.27 As the 1630s drew on, 

English merchants continued to explore the coast of West Africa. At least 19 voyages between 

New England and the West Indies took place in the 17th century, but certainly more occurred than 

were recorded.28 

As the European struggle for control and power in colonial outposts abroad continued, the 

Puritans who founded the Massachusetts Bay Colony, led by John Winthrop, were able to secure 

a royal charter from Parliament during the reign of Charles I in 1629 that granted them permission 

to trade and colonize the area in between the Charles and Merrimack rivers.29 Only a few years 

later in 1634, an African slave appeared in the colonial imagination of New England through the 

written account of William Wood, Massachusetts Bay colonist. The English accepted “the 

existence of enslaved Africans throughout the English Atlantic world.”30 Neither Anglicanism nor 

 
24

This fish was often described as “refuse-grade” or “Indies-grade” fish in account books from the 17th and 18th 

centuries. For more, see Christopher P. Magra, “‘Soldiers . . . Bred to the Sea’: Maritime Marblehead, 

Massachusetts, and the Origins and Progress of the American Revolution," The New England Quarterly 77, no. 4 

(12, 2004): 534. 
25

 Peter Pellizzari, “Supplying slavery: Jamaica, North America, and British intra-imperial trade, 1752–1769,” 

Slavery & Abolition 41, no. 3 (2020): 540. 
26

 Warren, 56. 
27

 Warren, 53. 
28

 Warren 45. 
29

 “Massachusetts Bay Colony,” Britannica Academic, last updated March 19, 2020, https://academic-eb-com.ezp-

prod1.hul.harvard.edu/levels/collegiate/article/Massachusetts-Bay-Colony/51297. See also; Julius Herbert Tuttle, 

Massachusetts and Her Royal Charter Granted March 4, 1628-29. (Boston, Massachusetts: Society of the Order of 

the Founders and Patriots of America, 1924), 2: “It was in a period of unrest and religious persecution that 

conditions developed to favor the enterprise of the adventurers in New England.” 
30

 Warren, 26. 
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Puritanism produced moral or theological objections to chattel slavery.31 Indeed, at this time, the 

predominant church teaching was that keeping foreign slaves was biblically justified.32 Slavery 

was not ruled unlawful in Massachusetts until 142 years later in 1783. 

Eventually, the English Crown tried to involve itself directly in the slave trade economy 

with the incorporation of the Royal African Company (RAC) in the year 1660, its recharter in 

1663, and its second recharter in 1672. The company was a state-sponsored attempt to monopolize 

the transatlantic slave trade, headed by the Duke of York, who from 1685 became James VII, King 

of Scotland/James II, King of England. The RAC successfully monopolized the slave trade: it 

“shipped more enslaved African women, men, and children to the Americas than any other single 

institution during the entire period of the transatlantic slave trade.”33 From 1672 to the 1720s, 

almost 150,000 enslaved Africans were transported by the RAC primarily to the British 

Caribbean.34 Fighting against the RAC, wealthy and influential merchants used their political 

networks to implement policies that consolidated their own wealth and power in order that “the 

large integrated slave plantation” would be the dominant social and economic model in Jamaica, 

one of many West Indian islands colonized by the English empire.35 Jamaica is not representative 

of every English Caribbean colony, however, it was10 times the combined area of the others and 

by the 18th century, it was the richest colony in the English empire.36 Because of its proximity to 

 
31

 Warren, 31. 
32

 Warren, 33. 
33

 William A. Pettigrew, Freedom's Debt: The Royal African Company and the Politics of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 

1672-1752 (Williamsburg, Virginia: University of North Carolina Press, 2013), 11. 
34

 Ibid. 
35

 Trevor Burnard, “‘A Pack of Knaves’: The Royal African Company, the development of the Jamaican plantation 

economy and the benefits of monopoly 1672-1708,” Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History 21, no. 2 (2020): 

4. 
36

 Nuala Zahedieh, “The Rise of ‘King Sugar’ and Enslaved Labor in Early English Jamaica,” Early American 

Studies 20, no. 4 (2022): 579, 580. See also, Howard Johnson, “Richard B. Sheridan: The Making of a Caribbean 

Economic Historian,” West Indies Accounts: Essays on the History of the British Caribbean and the Atlantic 

Economy In Honour of Richard Sheridan, ed. Roderick A. McDonald (Jamaica: University of West Indies Press, 

1996), 9. To learn more about English Barbados, the first West Indian colony that depended almost entirely on slave 
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the Spanish colonies nearby, it became an entrepôt–a port in which merchandise could be exported, 

stored, or re-traded without customs fees.37 Of the 917 recorded transatlantic slave voyages 

between 1514 and 1700 to British colonies in the Caribbean (including St. Kitts, Barbados, 

Jamaica, Nevis, Antigua, and Montserrat), 281 voyages record Jamaica as the principal place 

where captives were landed.38 In that same period of time, 88,974 total captives embarked on 

voyages for Jamaica, but only 68,673 captives disembarked–27.5% of captives died during the 

crossing.39 

The RAC defenders suggested that their monopoly on the slave trade served the public 

good because it provided ordinary Englishmen with capital and credit to purchase enslaved 

Africans.40 Between 1672 and 1691, investors saw 7% annual returns, but significant amounts of 

capital were lost because of indebtedness.41 Political support for the RAC also weakened after the 

Glorious Revolution, the events that led to the deposition of King James II of England/James VII 

of Scotland and the institution of William III and Mary II.42 When the company dissolved, it 

ushered in Jamaica’s transition to a large-scale plantation-based society. Deregulation of the 

market led to an increase in the price of a healthy enslaved African man and a greater number of 

voyages per year–and, surprisingly, the saturation of the market with enslaved African people did 

not significantly lower the price. For all these reasons, investment in slavery greatly increased.43 

 
labor, see Jerome S. Handler, “Custom and law: The status of enslaved Africans in seventeenth-century Barbados,” 

Slavery & Abolition: A Journal of Slavery and Post-slavery Studies 37, no. 2 (2016): 233-255. 
37

 Ibid. 
38

 The Transatlantic Slave Trade Database, https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/database. 
39

 Ibid. 
40

 Burnard: 7. 
41

 Burnard: 5. 
42

 Burnard: 6. 
43

 Burnard: 10-12. 
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However, regardless of the RAC’s financial involvement in the local Jamaican economy, “slavery 

would have been the foundation of Jamaica.”44  

By the 1690s, -church officials in London recognized that funding clergy and churches in 

North America required regular cash infusions. Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas Tenison 

considered the establishment of churches abroad a “national concern.”45 The Society for the 

Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG) was founded in 1701 by a royal charter from 

King William III to “promote the Glory of God, by the Instruccon of Our People in the Christian 

Religion” in the “Plantacons, Colonies, and Factories beyond the Seas, belonging to Our 

Kingdome of England.”46 Those plantacons (plantations), colonies, and factories relied on 

enslaved African labor to make a profit. As a missionary organization, the SPG sent Anglican 

clergymen, among them the Rev. William Clark who served as the first Anglican minister in 

Dedham. They also sent religious literature to North American colonies, supported education, and 

helped to build churches. By the 1750s, the SPG was a “slave-owning organization,” having 

inherited two plantations in Barbados and 300 enslaved Africans from the estate of Chris 

Codrington in 1711.47 In the 18th century, the SPG funded more than 400 agents overseas.48  

 
44

 Burnard: 22. 
45

 James B. Bell, The Imperial Origins of the King’s Church in Early America, 1607–1783 (London: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2004), 90. 
46

 Rowan Strong, “A Vision of Anglican Imperialism: The Annual Sermons of the Society for the Propagation of 

the Gospel in Foreign Parts 1701-1714,” Journal of Religious History 30, no. 2 (2006): 175. 
47 Alison Searle and Emily Vine, “The Correspondence of the Society of the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 

Parts,” Early Modern Letters Online, http://emlo-portal.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections/?catalogue=society-for-the-

propagation-of-the-gospel#contributors, accessed January 9, 2024. For more on Codrington’s estate, see Janice 

Farrell McLean and Michael Anderson Clarke, “Missions in Contested Places/Spaces: The SPG, Slavery, and 

Codrington College, Barbados,” Mission Studies 38, 3 (2021): 325-349, doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/15733831-

12341808. 
48

 Travis Glasson, “The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” Oxford Bibliographies, 

accessed May 1, 2023. https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/display/document/obo-9780199730414/obo-

9780199730414-0067.xml 

http://emlo-portal.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections/?catalogue=society-for-the-propagation-of-the-gospel#contributors
http://emlo-portal.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections/?catalogue=society-for-the-propagation-of-the-gospel#contributors
https://doi.org/10.1163/15733831-12341808
https://doi.org/10.1163/15733831-12341808
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The sermons preached at the SPG’s annual meetings represented the “public vision of 

contemporary official Anglicanism” through the principal clergy who preached.49 In these 

homilies, the colonial empire in North America and the West Indies, which was predicated and 

totally dependent upon the enslavement of African people and their unpaid labor, represented “the 

opening up of a world of missionary opportunity an opportunity required to be accepted by them 

[SPG] as a consequence of gospel imperatives.”50 Their imperial theology likened the success of 

English trade and commerce–slave-trading and the purchase and sale of commodities made by 

enslaved Africans–to England’s special relationship with God.51 Indeed, God had blessed and 

provided them with lands and people to convert and “missions” like the SPG were a “just and 

appropriate return for the riches England derived from its colonies and plantations.”52 

 The SPG’s money funded a ministry of conversion and baptism that was not limited to 

Indigenous and African slaves; it also included English colonists who had lost faith. Realistically, 

because of the physical distance between the Church of England and the relatively weak Anglican 

parishes in colonial New England, influential and wealthy lay people, often enslavers and 

plantation owners, exerted the most power.53 The SPG capitulated to these powerful members of 

the colonial Church of England and preached a public Christian theology that “posed no threat to 

racial slavery and which therefore had some chance of being acceptable to English slave owners.”54 

In this way, the missionary arm of the Church of England became a “useful ingredient in a slave-

 
49

 Strong: 176. 
50

 Strong: 183 
51

 Strong: 187 
52

 Ibid. 
53

 Strong: 194-195. 
54

 Strong: 197. 
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owning society.”55 Pro-slavery sermons preached the racial superiority of white people to Black 

people. 

 Technically, slavery was illegal in the English colonial world until the middle of the 17th 

century, yet the presence of enslaved Africans and Indigenous people is undeniable during this 

time period.56 As European empires attempted to explicitly define the status of enslaved Africans 

via legislation, the English colony of Barbados passed a law in 1668 that served a dual function 

by giving “formal legal authority to customary practices in existence for many decades,” and by 

rendering the enslaved as “moveable property like any other chattel.”57 It protected and codified 

“historically created and socially perpetuated practices” of African slavery in Barbados.58 

By 1700, enslaved Africans made up a small 2% of the New England population, and yet, 

the lives of those enslaved Africans, other enslaved Indigenous people, and English colonists in 

Massachusetts were all connected to the economies of the West Indies and West Africa through 

the exchange of slave-produced goods and the labor that produced them.59 In this way, although 

the lived experience of enslaved Africans and Indigenous people in the West Indies was dissimilar 

from the experience of their counterparts in Massachusetts, despite the ocean between them, these 

places were part of “one economic system.”60 Due to the constraints of historical record, it is not 

possible to conclude that Indigenous enslavement was simply replaced by African enslavement in 

 
55

 Strong: 197 
56

 Michael Guasco, Slaves and Englishmen: Human Bondage in the Early Modern Atlantic World (University of 

Pennsylvania Press, 2014), 4. 
57

 Jerome S. Handler, “Custom and law: The status of enslaved Africans in seventeenth-century Barbados,” Slavery 

& Abolition: A Journal of Slavery and Post-slavery Studies 37, no. 2 (2016): 247. The French Code Noir decreed by 

King Louis XIV of France in 1685 defined the legal qualities and specifications of the enslavement of Africans. This 

“Black Code” transformed enslavement into a heritable status passed from the mother to the child through partus 

sequitur ventrem–literally, the “offspring follows the mother.” 
58

 Handler: 249. 
59

 Warren, 52. 
60

 Warren, 53. 
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Massachusetts between the 17th and 18th centuries. Rather, the enslaved African population 

continued to grow simultaneously with the sale of enslaved Indigenous people to the West Indies.61 

This report will not explore the details or lasting implications of colonial Indigenous-English 

relations, nor address at length Indigenous enslavement in Massachusetts. But, insofar as the 

enslavement of Indigenous people was the pre-existing model into which enslaved Africans first 

arrived, it is important to note that in the 17th century “slavery had been about warfare, nationality, 

and religion,” and that by the 18th, “race increasingly defined it.”62 Indeed, the presence of 

enslaved Africans led to a “racialization of New England society that undermined its earlier hybrid 

qualities” and transformed colonial understandings of both race and slavery.63 

 The English slave trade and the two most salient state-sponsored organizations, the RAC 

and the SPG, are the foundation upon which the growth and development of the first 13 Church of 

England colonial parishes is built. Through both financial and religious ties to the English empire, 

Massachusetts Anglicans were entangled with an Atlantic economy whose roots reached deeply 

into the soil of enslaved African labor on West Indian plantations. Those 13 parishes are the 

(living) ancestors of the Diocese of Massachusetts today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
61

 Elizabeth Pleck, “Slavery in Puritan New England,” The Journal of Interdisciplinary History 49, no. 2 (2018): 

307.  
62

 Margaret Ellen Newell, Brethren by Nature: New England Indians, Colonists, and the Origins of American 

Slavery (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2015), 245. Note also that the legal activism of second and third 

generation biracial and mixed race Indigenous and African people in New England revealed the inconsistencies in 

the law. See Newell, 246. 
63

 Newell, 238. 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

TWELVE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PARISHES IN MASSACHUSETTS, 1686-1759 

 

On June 6, 1686, the first Anglican services held in the colony were led by the Rev. Robert 

Radcliff at the Town House, the current site of the Old State House in downtown Boston. A few 

months later, the new governor of the Dominion of New England, Sir Edmund Andros, arrived in 

the city, having been appointed to oversee Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, New Hampshire, Maine, 

and the Narragansett country.64 At this time, the life of the Church of England was “inseparable” 

from the actions of the royal government–it was Andros who advocated and fundraised for the 

establishment of a Church of England parish in Boston, the aptly named King’s Chapel.65 Across 

the seaport towns of young North American British colonies, royal governors Edward Randolph 

and Francis Nicholson intervened to institutionalize the national church, recognizing that a royal 

government presence would preserve worship according to the Book of Common Prayer.66 

However, in neither New York, Philadelphia, nor Newport was the controversy surrounding the 

founding of the King’s church in New England as intense as it was in Boston.67 In this way, the 

founding of King’s Chapel “existed from political necessity, not by the permission of the ruling 

powers.”68 The parish “was looked upon as an unwelcome and intrusive body” by non-Anglicans–
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its very presence was the reason that many Massachusetts residents left England in the first place.69 

As a representation of both the English church and the English state, King’s Chapel attracted 

parishioners who belonged to the wealthiest and most powerful class of colonists. 

Charles Apthorp Sr. (1698-1758) was the junior and senior warden of King’s Chapel in 

1700-1702. He was the father of East Apthorp (1733-1816), the first rector of Christ Church 

Cambridge. He was a successful merchant and sold enslaved Africans as well as other goods. He 

placed an advertisement about enslaved Africans for sale in the Boston Gazette in 1737. He also 

had a business relationship with merchant Thomas Hancock, a slave trader, and with Hancock, 

purchased 85 hogsheads of molasses in 1753; at that time,9,110 gallons of molasses cost £759.70 

Isaac Royall Jr. (1719-1781), son of Isaac Royall Sr., was a slaveholder and brother-in-law 

to Henry Vassall. Royall bequeathed 200 acres of land to Harvard University upon his death. The 

source of Royall’s wealth–which also sustained and grew the Church of England in Massachusetts 

at both King’s Chapel and Christ Church in Cambridge–was, according to the Royall Professor of 

Law at Harvard Law School, “planted when Isaac Royall, Sr. decided to participate in the Triangle 

Trade and that the maintenance and expansion of this wealth during Isaac Royall, Jr.’s lifetime 

were intrinsically tied to the family’s decision to engage in slaveholding on a scale unknown to 

neighboring households.”71 The Royall family enslaved more Africans than any other family in 
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the history of Massachusetts and their investment in the Church of England in Massachusetts came 

from the exploitation and sale of human beings.72 

William Shirley (1694-1770), a parishioner at King’s Chapel, served as governor of the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony, representing English settler and government officials who supported 

the Church of England in an “alien and hostile religious environment.”73 Shirley did business with 

Thomas Hancock, a local merchant who was involved in the slave trade. He also owned and rented 

enslaved people in Massachusetts and in the Bahamas.74 He placed an advertisement in the Boston 

News-Letter, the first continuously published newspaper in the colony, on February 17, 1732: 

 
Ran away on Saturday Evening last, from Mr. Shirley in King Street, Boston, a Molatto Negro Boy, 

Named Jack, about Nineteen years of Age, of a Middle Stature, his Head close shaved, with three 

or four little Scars under the corner of one of his Eyes: He went off without a Hat, in a worsted 

cap, a brown Suit of Cloaths, with white Strings to his Breeches Knees, and a Ring on one of his 

Fingers. He liv’d before he came to the said Mr. Shirley first with Mr. Joshua Winslow of Boston 

Merchant and then with Mr. Leavit of Hingham. Whoever shall secure him, and bring him to his 

said Master in King Street, shall have all reasonable Charges allow’d, and Twenty Shillings for 

his Trouble.75 

 

The Shirley house on 42-44 Shirley Street in Roxbury is believed to be the only other still-standing 

slave quarters in the northern United States besides the Royall House and Slave Quarters.76 

Henry Vassall (1721-1769), one of King’s Chapel’s prime funders, was the son of Leonard 

Vassall, a Massachusetts lawyer whose estate was worth £9907.5 in 1738;77 73% of that wealth 
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was the human beings that they enslaved on their plantation in Jamaica.78 Accounting for inflation, 

the Vassall estate is worth £1,827,197.35, or $2,197,012.96 in 2023 dollars.79 Henry was the great-

grandson of William Vassall, a West Indian merchant who was in business with Samuel Maverick, 

one of the first Boston-based merchants to trade slaves.80  

 

The Rev. William Barclay was sent as a missionary to Quincy from the SPG in 1703.81 

Christ Church in Quincy was founded in 1704. In 1725, Samuel Pain, merchant, signed a bond to 

pay Peter Marquand and others for building a Church of England parish in Braintree (Quincy).82 

Braintree’s economic activity included supplying Boston with lumber, used to construct ships 

involved in the slave trade, through the construction of mills.83 New England was the second-

biggest supplier of lumber to Jamaica after Rhode Island.84 The materials were used to build planter 

houses, plantation infrastructure, and city buildings.85 Lumber was also used in the construction of 

ships that transported enslaved Africans and other commodities across the Atlantic. The stone 

quarried for King’s Chapel was from Braintree, and the money that paid for the stone was 

connected to the slave trade through families like the Vassalls and Royalls.86 
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John Bridger, officer of the Queen and vestryman at King’s Chapel, secured the support of 

Francis Nicholson, and Queen Anne’s Chapel was built in Newburyport in 1711. The Rev. Edward 

Bass served as the first rector. A few years later, the shipping business of Newburyport began “at 

the Waterside between Chandler’s Lane, now Federal Street, and Ordway’s Lane, now Market 

Street.” Here, “trade with Barbadoes [sic] and other West India Islands was carried on quite 

extensively.”87 Nearly 30 years after the first church was constructed, Joseph Atkins, Patrick 

Tracy, Michael Dalton, Anthony Gwynn, and other merchants and sea captains decided to build a 

new church more accessible for those living in the center of town. Atkins enslaved two Africans, 

Jude and Jack.88 Patrick Tracy was a “prominent merchant in the town and a large importer of 

foreign goods.”89 Michael Dalton was a “large importer of West India goods” and contributed 

“liberally” to St. Paul’s in Newburyport.90 

 

St. Michael’s Church in Marblehead was founded in 1714 by “benefactors and subscribers, 

sea captains, and Marblehead donors” including Francis Nicholson.91 Two of its rectors, the Rev. 

Pigot and the Rev. Bours, enslaved Africans.92 Many sea captains and wealthy Marblehead 

residents were connected, directly or indirectly, to the slave economy. In 1708, Francis Nicholson 
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gifted an enslaved African to William & Mary College, a value of £30.93 During a smallpox 

outbreak in 1730, “Negroes, Indians, and mulatto slaves were forbidden to walk the streets after 

nine o’clock at night.”94 The following paragraph is from an 1880 history of Marblehead about the 

year 1768: 

 
Nearly every family of sufficient wealth owned several negro slaves, and Colonel Lee is said to 

have owned a large number, whom he employed in the work of loading and unloading his ships as 

fast as they arrived from foreign ports. Slavery, so far from being considered an evil, was regarded 

as the only normal condition of the negro, and the institution was fostered and encouraged 

throughout the province. About five thousand slaves were owned in Massachusetts at this time. The 

church records of Marblehead bear evidence that even the clergymen of the town owned negro 

servants, not a few of whom were baptized and received into the church. Slave marriages are 

recorded, also, on the records of all three of the earlier churches.95 

 

Christ Church in Boston (Old North) was founded in 1722. The Rev. Dr. Timothy Cutler 

began as rector at Old North after his ordination in the Church of England by the bishop of Norwich 

in 1723. While there, he dedicated himself to missionary work with Native Americans and Black 

people, but he himself enslaved a woman named Anne.96 In the fall of 1740, Cutler baptized 37 

infants at Old North, 30 of whom were Africans enslaved by parishioners.97 

 

 St. Andrew’s Church in Hanover was founded in 1727. The first full-time rector, the Rev. 

Addington Davenport, served from about 1730-1740 before answering a call at King’s Chapel as 
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assistant rector. In 1743, according to his eulogy, he enslaved people.98 He left his house and the 

land he owned in Hanover to the SPG and the church so that it could sustain itself in perpetuity.99 

 

St. Thomas Church in Taunton was founded in 1728. The first benefactor was Thomas 

Coram, sailor and shipbuilder, who describes himself as “a Faithful Factor for ye late Mr. Thomas 

Hunt, before he feel [sic] into his misfortunes, and for other principal merchants” who left for New 

England “to advance ye ship building in those parts.”100 He lived in Boston from 1693 to 1697/98, 

when he moved to Taunton. In 1699, he bought land and opened a shipyard.101 At this time, the 

trade of African slaves allowed for the shipbuilding and repair industries to blossom.102 Any 

shipyard owner would have accepted payment from merchants involved in the transatlantic slave 

trade and in the trade of slave-produced goods. Coram worshiped regularly at King’s Chapel when 

he was in Boston; Taunton was staunchly Congregationalist. Coram deeded 59 acres of property 

to the Vestry of King’s Chapel in 1704.103 When he moved back to London, he continued to protect 
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and encourage tar manufacturing in northern British colonies like Massachusetts.104 Tar was used 

to repair ships involved in the transport of commodities like slaves, sugar, molasses, and cotton.105 

 

St. Peter’s Church in Salem was founded in 1733. Philip English, a wealthy Salem 

merchant and shipper, donated the land to establish the church. English was a shipper of fish, 

fishing tackle, and barrels sold in exchange for rum, molasses, and sugar, all grown or 

manufactured by slave labor.106 

 

Trinity Church in Boston was founded in 1733, built by parishioners of King’s Chapel, 

including Leonard Vassall and Charles Apthorp Sr.107  Thomas Greene, Esq. (1705-1763), another 

leader in Trinity’s founding, was a lawyer and merchant who traded tin, salt, wood, fish, and 

pork.108 Per his eulogy, he enslaved people.109  Peter Faneuil (1700-1743), a Trinity parishioner 

and one of the donors for the first organ, was a prominent and powerful merchant.110 His account 

books are splashed with evidence of the sale of enslaved Africans, fish for the West Indies, rum, 

molasses, and other commodities. For example, a July 15, 1737, entry reads: “Fish (15,000 

quintals); some to ship to Portugal; refuse grade to West Indies for molasses and rum, now in short 
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supply in Boston; especially rum from Cape Francois.”111 Fifteen thousand quintals is 

approximately equivalent to 1.6 million pounds. Not only was Faneuil a mercantile investor in the 

sale and trade of enslaved Africans, but he also owned “a chariot and coach, with English horses, 

for state occasions, and two and four wheeled chaise for ordinary purposes. He had five negroes, 

and fourteen hundred ounces of plate, among which is enumerated ‘a large handsome chamber 

pot.’”112 At his death, he owned eight properties in Cornhill and King Street and was invested in 

various seafaring vessels. A proposal for a 2019 public memorial, designed especially to 

memorialize the enslaved Africans who financed the construction of Faneuil Hall and the 

accumulation of his fortune, includes the following description by the artist: 

 
Faneuil’s success and wealth in early Boston as a trader was directly tied to trafficking Africans 

and African-Americans. His participation in the Triangular Trade of people, goods, and raw 

materials made this ‘Jolly Bachelor’ a very wealthy man, and he passed that wealth onto the 

Commonwealth with the gift of the hall that bears his family’s name. This ‘cradle of liberty’ is 

indeed built with money secured by the trading of black people for goods and services. Even 

Merchants Row, where enslaved people were sold, passes directly behind Faneuil Hall, which sits 

directly at the heart of the current city of Boston.113 

 

Gardiner Greene (1758-1832), another Trinity parishioner, was a cotton planter in 

Demerara, the region on the northern coast of South America now called the Guianas–from which 

demerara sugar gets its name. He purchased William Vassall’s house in 1758.114 He was the son-

in-law to Jonathan Copley, the father of Greene’s third wife, who painted portraits of the Royall 
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family and other prominent merchant families, most of whom were involved in the economy of 

slavery and slave-produced goods. In fact, Copley’s first wife, Mary Anne Appleton Greene, was 

William Appleton’s daughter. Mary’s sister, Sarah, was married to Amos Adams Lawrence. 

 

St. Paul’s Church in Hopkinton was founded in 1743, and built by the Rev. Roger Price 

(1696-1762) at his own expense. Price was appointed the “Bishop’s Commissary over all 

Episcopal Churches in New England” in 1730, having been made rector of King’s Chapel the year 

prior.115 Price’s autobiography details his travels to “a Factory on the coast of Guinea” called 

Whydah, where he served as a chaplain. Whydah (Ouidah) was a slave-trading port built by the 

English in the 17th century on the coast of Benin, what was referred to as the “Slave Coast.”116  

 

Trinity Church in Bridgewater was founded in 1747 with 14 acres of land given by Samuel 

Edson to the SPG.117 The land was, in 1812, transferred to the Trustees of Donation and leased to 

John Edson, a member, for $21/year on a 999-year lease. Samuel Edson was the grandson of 

Deacon Samuel Edson, mill owner and one of the original 56 proprietors of the plantation in 

Bridgewater, purchased from Ousamenquin, Sachem of Poconocket, in 1649.118 Bridgewater 

adopted manufacturing as its major industry relatively early, including iron foundries and factories 
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that produced cotton gins.119 Both iron, used to make tools,120 and cotton gins, used to process 

cotton more efficiently, were essential materials used on island plantations. 

 

Christ Church in Cambridge was founded in 1759 after a successful appeal to Archbishop 

of Canterbury Thomas Secker by the rector of King’s Chapel, Henry Caner. Caner wrote that there 

is: 

a Mission in that place to be of great consequence to the interest of Christianity in general, as well 

as to that of the Church of England in particular. The College, my Lord, is placed in that town; it is 

the only seminary of Learning for this Province. Socinianism, Deism, and other bad principles find 

too much countenance among us. To prevent these and the like errors from poisoning the fountain 

of education, it will undoubtedly be of great service to erect a Church there, agreeable to the desire 

of many of the inhabitants; and to entrust the conduct of it with a gentleman, who by his doctrine 

and good example may give a right turn to the Youth who are educated there.121 

 

 Henry Vassall and Isaac Royall Jr. contributed significantly to the church. The year that 

Henry Vassall died, 1769, the value of one of the Africans he enslaved, Anthony Vassall, was 

equivalent to the price of a pew–£13.6.8.122 

 These 12 Church of England parishes were each connected to the labor of enslaved 

Africans: first of all, through direct enslavement of African people, an unexceptional aspect of the 

lives of many founding parishioners and clergymen; secondly, through direct financial support to 
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congregations from individuals who directly profited from the slave trade; thirdly, through ties to 

individual wealth from the slave trade that can be documented and from which financial support 

of these congregations can be inferred through their membership in the community. 
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CHAPTER 3 

 

AFTER THE REVOLUTION: A CASE STUDY 

 

 As 1776 approached, Anglican churches and clerics were in an “awkward and vulnerable” 

position.123 Despite the best efforts of leadership abroad, including the Board of Trade, bishops of 

London, and the SPG, the Church of England was “one of the smallest religious groups in the 

colonies” by 1775.124 Despite its small size, churches in major cities, like Boston, attracted 

members “from the ranks of royal and civil officials and well-to-do merchants.”125 In 1775, there 

were 15 active Church of England clergymen in Massachusetts. By 1783, there were only three.126 

Just two years later, in 1785, the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States (TEC) was 

established nationally. However, almost 40 years after the beginning of the Revolutionary War, 

TEC in Massachusetts–under the supervision of Bishop Alexander V. Griswold, who also 

supervised Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and Vermont–was relatively weak.127 

 In 1819, a group of affluent Boston men decided to construct an Episcopal church, St. 

Paul’s on Tremont Street. Today, it is the cathedral church  of the diocese. In the same year, John 

Quincy Adams, Secretary of State, negotiated a treaty with Spain (Onís-Adams Treaty) that 

acquired the Floridas and expanded the southern border of the U.S. As part of the treaty, the federal 

government funded Boston merchants’ early investments in textile mills, specifically the Lowells, 
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Lawrences, and Appletons, all wealthy Episcopal donors.128 The donations received by TEC in 

Massachusetts from these families were tied to slavery through the U.S. government’s economic 

and industrial expansion, for the treaty “not only yielded claims payments; it also expanded the 

territory in which slave-produced cotton could be grown for northern textile mills.”129 In other 

words, the North’s industrial development, which led directly to donations to TEC, was “state-

sponsored expansion” into and further economic investment in the transatlantic slave trade.130 

Boston merchants wielded power and influence to encourage engagement in foreign diplomacy 

that would benefit their own interests. These merchants received $1.8 million in payouts from the 

treaty–funds for trade from which they had already profited or had dismissed because it was 

illegal.131  

 William Appleton (1786-1862), parishioner at St. Paul’s, was a merchant heavily invested 

in the purchase of slave-produced goods like sugar, cotton, and rum. His company, William 

Appleton & Company, supported hundreds of sea voyages that connected the economies of the 

South, North, and England through the sale of textiles manufactured in Massachusetts factories.132 

He was also a major investor in the Boston Sugar Refinery, which between 1837 and 1840, sold 

or shipped $834,947.08 worth of refined sugar, muscovado sugar, and molasses.133 In a diary entry 

dated New Year’s Eve 1843, Appleton writes that he has $1,000,000 worth of property, outside of 
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his business income.134 Three years later, he funded the first chapel of St. Stephen’s and the 

Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge for $25,000 and $26,000, respectively.135 

David Sears Jr. (1787-1871), parishioner at St. Paul’s, inherited a vast fortune from his 

father. With it, he involved himself in real estate. He created Fifty Associates & Co., a real estate 

liquidating trust. In 1823, the value of Fifty Associates property was $215,000, and its capital on 

hand was $91,666.66 His connection to slave-produced goods is through Israel Thorndike, another 

Boston merchant heavily invested in transatlantic voyages involving slave-produced goods.136 

Sears was invested in Brig Rambler, an Israel Thorndike ship that carried rum to Madras.137 He 

bought 65 boxes of Cuban sugar in 1799.138 He received $7,728.54 insurance payment from Israel 

Thorndike in 1801 on his $19,000 investment in the ship Borneo.139  
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CHAPTER 4 

 

INDUSTRIES THAT FUNDED THE EXPANSION OF TEC DURING THE 19TH CENTURY 

 

One hundred sixteen Episcopal congregations were founded in the eastern part of 

Massachusetts from 1800-1900. Each congregation was funded by different individuals and 

communities, many of whom have specific connections to the slave trade, the production of cotton 

and sugar through plantation slavery in the West Indies and Southern states like Georgia, South 

Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and the related industries it sustained with enslaved 

African labor. To understand how significant portions of the wealth that created these institutions 

was related to the economy of slavery in the United States, we must briefly describe the major 

industries in Massachusetts during the 19th century. 

 

I. Textiles 

At the beginning of the 19th century, Massachusetts experienced economic instability 

caused by the trade embargoes of the 1810s, the War of 1812, and the financial depression of the 

1830s and 40s. In the 1830s, an infusion of Boston-based capital helped the development of 

western Massachusetts through the construction of a railroad connecting Boston and the 

Connecticut River Valley. Along the Charles River in Waltham and the Merrimack River in Lowell 

and Lawrence, cotton textile manufacturing mills dotted the land as Massachusetts industrialized. 

Similarly, in Springfield and Chicopee, agriculture and small-scale industrial paper, iron, saw, and 

grist were replaced by these mills, and by 1835, the Chicopee Manufacturing Company was valued 
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at $750,000.140  With the support of Boston businessmen like the Lawrences and local merchants 

like the Dwights, the Massachusetts region’s “first full-scale manufactories” and “entire 

communities based on cotton textile production” developed.141 Cotton mills brought with them 

other diversified industries–rail, machine shops, boarding houses, tenements –and these mills 

depended entirely on the raw cotton that was shipped from southern plantations in the United States 

and West Indian plantations.142 Enslaved Africans grew and picked that cotton. Thus, 

Episcopalians invested in the textile industries were profiting from the labor of enslaved Africans 

on cotton plantations. 

William Appleton is a prime example of this through his investment in the Dwight 

Company. Amos Lawrence and his son Amos Adams Lawrence, grandfather and father of William 

Lawrence, Bishop of Massachusetts, respectively, were heavily invested in the textile mills and 

related industries in Lawrence and Lowell, Massachusetts. William Lawrence, Amos Lawrence’s 

nephew, served as rector of Grace Episcopal Church in Lawrence in 1876. But the sphere of 

influence for these men extended beyond Massachusetts state lines. By 1856, all three cotton mills 

in Chicopee were – consolidated into the Dwight Manufacturing Company. William Appleton’s 

network held 8% of the capital in the company, or 40 shares.143  

 

II. Railroad 

By 1835, the first three (Boston & Lowell, Boston & Providence, Boston & Worcester) rail 

lines were operating. In the 1830s and 40s, merchants and businessmen who were invested in the 
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expanding trade of cotton and related commodities wanted to connect Boston with the rest of New 

England. New technologies of the railroad and steam power allowed for greater freedom of 

movement and since greater quantities of raw materials could be moved from place to place more 

quickly and efficiently, profit for factory owners increased, encouraging further investment in 

industrialization, all of which ultimately depended on the labor of enslaved Africans on 

plantations. Kirk Boott, an Episcopalian, was involved in creating the Boston & Lowell line along 

with William Appleton.144 

St. Anne’s Church in Lowell was established in 1824 by the Merrimack Company because 

of Kirk Boott, the chief planner, engineer, and architect of Lowell.145 In fact, the town of Lowell 

and St. Anne’s were so closely tied that it was tradition for the rector to serve on the board of 

directors of the first bank in Lowell.146 The women who worked in the mill at Lowell had special 

obligations to the parish: firstly, to pay 37 ½ cents every fiscal quarter and secondly, to attend 

services there.147 

 

III. Whaling 

The oil produced by whale-hunting cities like New Bedford and Nantucket had a global 

appeal in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. At that time, “whale oil was nearly as essential to a 

functional society as petroleum is to our own.”148 This oil and 33permaceti candles, both produced 
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by refining whale blubber, were used to illuminate cities like London and Paris. The oil was sold 

in advertisements along with cotton, molasses, tobacco, and sugar.149 Lamps and candles fueled 

by whale oil “lit homes and factory floors, streetlamps and the headlights of trains, and guided 

ships home from lighthouses.”150 Whale oil was also an essential part of the industrialization of 

New England because it lubricated waterwheels, cotton looms, and other machinery.151 In 1834, 

the total revenue of the 434 whaling ships that sailed from New Bedford, Nantucket, and New 

London was $10,130,000–more than 10,000 men were employed in the industry.152 The oil was 

sold to Europe, the West Indies, and the United States. In the late 1840s, almost 78% of the whale 

oil for sale on the global market was from whales caught off the eastern coast of the United 

States.153 The resources amassed by whaling success were then invested into cotton textile 

manufacturing, the construction of railroads, and the shipping industry.154 In 1851, for example, 

$877,293.80 worth of sperm oil was used on 1,012 miles of Massachusetts railroad.155 By the 
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1860s, however, more reliable sources of fuel were discovered, effectively killing the whaling 

industry in Massachusetts.156 
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CONCLUSION 

 

Many of the people who fueled and funded the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts made 

their fortunes through wealth connected to the slave economy or by directly owning enslaved 

people. In the first chapter, the report describes the burgeoning trade relationships between 

Massachusetts merchants and West Indian plantations through the sale of foodstuffs, like fish and 

pork, and supplies, like lumber and metal. In the second chapter, the report details the financial 

connections between founding donations from wealthy Episcopal parishioners and the origins of 

that wealth–either the direct ownership of enslaved Africans or trade in slave-produced goods. In 

the third chapter, the report describes the period of decline in the membership of Anglican parishes 

in Massachusetts after the Revolutionary War. In the final chapter, the report outlines three of the 

major industries in which wealthy Massachusetts Episcopalians were invested, textiles, railroads, 

and whaling, and ties each of those industries to the enslaved labor of Africans through economic 

history. 

 The intention of this report was not to follow and trace the origin of each dollar invested 

in the diocese, but to demonstrate that, with enough research, so many of our dollars can be traced 

back to the economy of slavery. It would require many historians several years to account for each 

dollar donated to the diocese; that was not in the scope of this project. Hopefully this first step, 

made possible by the various historical reports about this diocese’s ties to chattel slavery that have 

already been published (in some cases by congregations who have already done significant 

historical research), will inspire individuals in parishes to begin and/or continue doing this research 

on their own legacies. Future areas of study include, but are certainly not limited to, some of the 

following topics: the growth of TEC in Massachusetts during Reconstruction up until the late 20th 
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century in relationship to Massachusetts’s economic development in industrialization, 

manufacturing, transportation, and trade; sources of labor after the Civil War and the increase in 

the population of non-English immigrants; how congregations planted in the suburbs in the 1950s 

and 1960s were practicing white flight, the “process by which white households left central cities 

to avoid living in racially diverse neighborhoods or jurisdictions” rooted in racist beliefs about 

Black people due to the growth of the Black population in the North during 1940-1970;157 and the 

history and funding for the construction of summer chapels. 
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